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The Geneva Pledge for Human Rights in Climate Action towards the COP 
21 
 

27 November 2015,  9:00–10:00  am 
“Salon des Dames“, Room 181 (Ground Floor) 

Palais Wilson, Geneva 
 

 

Distinguished Ambassadors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

First, Let me thank the Mission of Costa Rica for hosting this 

important event which, a few hours ahead of the opening of the 

COP21 in Paris, aims at keeping the momentum going on the issue 

of climate change and human rights. 

 

I want also to thank the representatives of civil society who are here 

with us today, as your role and your watchful eye will be key for the 

success of COP 21. 

 

There is no doubt that climate change will have a profound impact 

on the full enjoyment of human rights: the rights to life, to water, to 

food or to health will all be affected by climate change, directly or 

indirectly: 
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− That’s why, the Human Rights Council has taken on the issue 

of climate change and human rights. Debates have been 

organized. HRC Resolutions have been adopted, the most 

recent one in June 2015 which we cosponsored. 

 

− That is also the reason why several independent experts and 

special rapporteurs of the Human Rights Council have recently 

launched an appeal to the State Parties to the Climate 

Convention to ensure full consistency of their obligations in the 

field of human rights with their efforts to fight climate change. 

 

Madam Ambassador, 18 countries including France, have signed at 

your initiative, the Geneva Pledge for Human Rights in the context of 

climate action, during the ADP in February 2015.  

 

We are pleased to see that this Geneva call has, since then, be 

joined by other countries. This is a concrete example of the 

mobilization of the “Geneve internationale” on this very important 

issue. 

 

We can already see that the Geneva Pledge has had a positive 

impact on the climate negotiations that have taken place since 

February.  For example, in Bonn, last October, some delegations 
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have shown a more positive approach concerning to the link that 

exists between human rights and climate change. This is an 

encouraging step that will have to be pursued in Paris to make sure 

this issue is addressed in the final agreement. 

As you know, the main challenges of the negotiations on climate 

change are ahead of us as the Conference in Paris is about to start. 

We hope to be able to count on the support of everyone to make it a 

success and to reach an ambitious agreement in Paris. 

 

As incoming Presidency, we will listen with neutrality to all proposals 

from all stakeholders and we are ready to work tirelessly to build 

consensus and to reach an ambitious agreement. 

 

Before I finish, I just want to recall that during the COP 21, a high-

level event will be organized by the Mary Robinson Foundation for 

climate justice, on December 10th, which happens to be international 

human rights day. This is another example of the importance of this 

issue for our work. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 


