
CLIMATE  CHANGE,  

AIR POLLUTION AND HEALTH 
The Permanent Mission of France, and the Permanent Mission of Norway,  

are pleased to invite you to: 

World Health Assembly Side Event, 19 May 2014 

Palais des Nations, Geneva, 18:00, Salle VII 

PROGRAMME 

Welcoming remarks with the presence of  DR MARGARET CHAN, WHO Director General 

Interventions by MS MARISOL TOURAINE, Minister for Social Affairs & Health, France and 

MR BENT HØIE, Minister of Health & Care Services,  Norway 

Overview by PROF KIRK SMITH Coordinating lead author for health, Intergovernmental Pan-

el on Climate Change  

Presentation by HE DR MARIYAM SHAKEELA, Minister of Health and Gender, Maldives  

Round table discussions with country representatives on experiences on health climate 

change and air pollution and international organizations 

Moderated by DR MARIA NEIRA,  Director, Public Health, Environment & Social Determi-

nants of Health, WHO 

Refreshments will be provided after the discussions 

 

Health, CHealth, Climate limate CChange & hange & AAir ir PPollution  ollution    

Air pollution is a leading cause of death: each year about 3.7 million people 
die from ambient (outdoor) air pollution and  4.3 million die from household 

air pollution – taken together this is about 1 in every 8 deaths.  

Climate change threatens the foundations of human health —changing in-

fectious disease patterns, and impacting access to fresh water, food and nu-

trition security.  

The good news is that health systems can be made more resilient to climate 

change. And sustainable urban transport, housing, and energy strategies can 
dramatically lower the trajectory of future climate change — whilst immedi-
ately reducing deaths from health-harmful air pollution and improving food 

security.   

High–level panellists from Member States and the WHO Secretariat, will dis-
cuss the new evidence, strategic directions and promising initiatives on 

building health resilience to climate, and gaining health benefits from less 

polluting technologies and development choices.    


